September 23rd,  2014


CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE AMERICAS CICOPA TO THE 

  3rd COOPERATIVE SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS
The continental section of the International Organization of Industrial, Artisanal and Service Producers’  Cooperatives (CICOPA-Americas) has seen in a very promising way the thematic agenda  proposed by ICA-Americas for the III Cooperative Summit of the Americas to be held in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, early next November. 
There is no doubt the call "for integration that generates social change" placed,  in the right perspective,  the role to which cooperatives have been convened at this historical conjuncture of humanity. 
From CICOPA Americas we have been making efforts to strengthen the capacity for dialogue of the cooperative movement on a global scale, knowing that in a globalized world the problems of some are the problems of all, and that the future of humanity and the planet should be the greatest concern of the movement.

A GLOBAL DIAGNOSTICS 

We are now facing a historic crossroads;   we are involved in a global crisis with an ethical and civilizational nature, in which millions of lives are at stake, as well as the very survival of the Earth. 

From our movement is impossible not to condemn the injustice that at a time of expansion of wealth (68% growth in the last 10 years), there are  more than one billion humans barely surviving on less than a dollar a day and almost 3 billion  whose income just reaches  $ 2 per day (UNDP).  And also slightly more than 10% of the population concentrates 90% of the planetary assets. That the richest 1% had in his hands nearly 46% of the planet's wealth while half of humanity lives in poverty.
In this model in which the higher growth is the greater concentration of wealth and the multiplication of  poverty, in which there is an increase of  food production but more malnourished people, the only possibly explanation comes from the hegemony of a political, economic, social and cultural model that is not only absolutely unjust but also based on exploitation.

Cooperatives, that were born in the very heart of the Industrial Revolution and its contradictions, must oppose this hegemonic concentrating and exclusionary model of capital a global model based primarily on our values ​​of solidarity, equality, equity and mutual assistance, they need to have expression in various dimensions of development: economic, social, environmental and political-institutional, aiming to a global governance that could  learn from our daily cooperative practices.

The cooperative members and our organizations are an essential part of that structure, as we were born as organizations in order to resist from the territories the greed of capital by creating economic alternatives. So far we have been somehow considered as an ambulance which picked up the casualties of capitalism, often growing in hostile environments, we conceive ourselves as the best expressions of a more democratic economy and at the service of people.

As opposed to Neoliberal Capitalism, in which a few owners dominate wealth,  it was attempted to create a new society that was expressed in state capitalism or "single pattern",  the Party, emerged in countries called Real Socialism. As a different model in their management, from Rochedale Pioneers, it was possible the emergence of the economy in the hands of the people, our companies of the social and solidarity economy, cooperatives, mutuals and other associations where people participate. They help to build a solidarity model generating Social Capital with their work that is distributed and participated, respecting human beings and the planet, whereas the others do not.

The regions of the world, where the development of the social economy is stronger, where the corporate diversity is shared with the presence of the state in the economy and with private sectors of profit with social responsibility, we have been creating more inclusive societies, more supportive, with greater equity and social justice. We can also see this in our cities and towns of the interior, where there are cooperative and mutual density and they are working in an integrated way, they build more equitable and inclusive communities day to day.

Therefore, the inescapable challenge of our time is to stop being the ambulance that collects the harmed of the system, to become builders of an alternative society. For this and the economic reality of our peoples, we must constitute ourselves as a Political, Economic, Social and Cultural Subject.  We should build alliances with other sectors in a broader framework (SMEs, Organized Labor Movement, Social Movements, Cultural Movements, Student Movement, Universities) a critical mass of power that allows a superior alliance with the state.  When the state is commanded by popular and progressive forces is likely to understand that it is possible to create another type of society and other relationships, another culture.

Although we are under a hegemonic culture, we have been able to advance at a global level,  now 1 in 7 people in the world is somehow linked to our economic affairs and our influence. We have done it taking advantage of gaps that capitalism leaves in its development, even in the territories that they are not interested to occupy. We have resisted, but we have also caught many of the affections of the dominant culture. Therefore, the process of debate that arises for ICA Americas summit seems important because it gives us an opportunity for self-critical analysis, to correct mistakes, extend virtues and together strengthen ourselves as an option for society.

The Summit motto: FOR INTEGRATION THAT GENERATES A SOCIAL CHANGE. We believe that it makes a point in the centre of the discussion that we have to develop.

If acting isolated in the territories and countries, we could construct the reality we are today, (which was acknowledged by the United Nations in 2012 that declared it the year of cooperatives) practicing conscientiously the 6th and 7th Cooperative Principles, Inter cooperation and Commitment to the Community and the environment (we say in America), we can project our strength to the whole of society.

The economy was created to satisfy the needs of our human species and nothing retrains us form meeting our needs in a collectively and democratically way, sharing and protecting and not excluding and exploiting. That is to say that the problem is not so much the lack of resources but as these are distributed globally.

Achieving this civilizational change is not only an ethical issue but instead, as Professor Jeremy Rifkin expressed in ACI World Congress in Switzerland in 2009, the near horizon in less than 200 years shows fatal limits to the human species and the different ways of life following the submission of the planet to the designs of capital. But we should not confuse, this submission is neither cyclical nor a changing in the course of the system, is rather based on the existing hegemonic relations.

Now, we have built this unfortunate reality, and we are the ones who have to make an effort and start correcting it, including the cooperative members, we must also make the internal changes necessary to transform. Transforming the society and transforming ourselves in the same effort. That means taking charge of the responsibility that we live in, that is accompanied with the proposal of an alternative society; we must take our fundamental and active role in the change seriously. We cannot continue passive before the current situation, and if we really believe in the cooperative values ​​we need to take actions in this regard.
De constructores de empresas, nos debemos convertir en constructores políticos de una nueva sociedad. Ya no hay lugar para dudas, o construimos otro mundo o sucumbimos con el actual.
From constructors of companies, we must become builders of a new political society. There is no room for doubt, or we build another world or we succumb to the current.
Y cuando decimos construir poder, es construir las condiciones para que nuestro tipo de construcción social se pueda desarrollar más haciendo sentir sus valores a toda la sociedad, ser opción en las relaciones políticas, en las relaciones económicas, en las relaciones sociales y en la cultura, en la construcción de la subjetividad.
And when we talk about building power, is to construct the conditions so that our type of social construction can develop their values, these values have to go through society. This power must be an option in political relations, economic relations, social relations and culture in the construction of subjectivity.

The world is a big factory of capitalists, the whole cultural system is articulated to reproduce the hegemonic system and present it as an immutable monster, inherent in any human society. In our era the ICT´s , the education system and the Media are the major mechanisms of this social construction; therefore the field of dispute to the survival of our businesses has moved to all areas of human construction. We must build tools and institutions to bring about humans with a new subjectivity, which takes us from the deterministic trap of concentrated capitalist infallibility and the regain autonomy criticism of human beings, recuperate the concerted action, collective work and feel than with the other we can willingly build other options to order the world.

We must build SOLIDARY DENSITY, from the ownership of our territories we need to construct associative density, cooperative, mutual, SMEs, etc., and in this context in our country we have developed,  through practice and dialogue,  a series of agreements that we propose to the  debate  in order to be enriched by different experiences of partners from  America and the World.

Integration is understood as a construction in three dimensions: 1) the integration of militancy, 2) institutional political integration and 3) economic integration, through this effort we could achieve: 

a) To go into battle for the communication and the construction of subjectivity.

b) Construct financial instruments for sustainable development, from the ability to generate social capital, from personal savings. 

c) Build the scientific, technological and innovative developments to the development of other models of capital accumulation with respect for human life and the planet.

d) Develop and transmit the accumulated knowledge to build a different kind of company, with democratic management and solidarity values.
e) . Develop the formation of the cooperative model in each locality and town where we are articulating the potentials of society.  Having proposals to the entire system of relations. The cooperative density should increase in each territory, on all systems:   political, economic, social and cultural. 

f) And as we have to modify accumulation models that have been articulated by capitalism for centuries, and changed them , this can only be done from the scale of blocks nations  pushing  with the same vision. Our cultural and historical environment is Indo American cultural. Our homeland is Indo America and we have been fighting for our independence for 500 years; we will only  succeed if  we act collectively, all developments arising here in alliance with other blocks (such as BRICS, ALBA, UNASUR, etc.) and other global and spiritual forces as churches and unions. We can not lead the change of the global balance of power from a single country, but from blocks in balance.

That is to say, the current major challenge is the integration to generate social change.  We  have not done it before, so we need to do this now; we  should integrate, think as a whole, agree policies and construction, agree and integrate the political and institutional representations and think and integrate businesses, creating the market of solidarity economy and from there project ourselves to the  market in each country. To carry out this task we must create spaces for each mission with specific objectives.

The social subject who carries out the change will be the result of agreement between the party members or individuals, who engaged in building our businesses, believe that this is the way, beyond they  party they belonged to in each country. For this reason we have to set a very important agreement with the values ​​we built on a daily basis

In our country (Argentina) we have created the "Institute for the Promotion of Solidarity Economy" (IPES), where we create, "the space where leaders can develop their political vision and develop the sector strategy with territorial development and a conceptual incorporation strategy of solidarity as a central factor of a national project. In the IPES, as a space of political action, the strategic alliances with the labor movement, professionals, SMEs, etc. are articulated. The program of the social economy should be an option for all Argentines, to have power as a strategic project. "

Based on this construction and arrangement, we are making the Institutional Political Unit at the National Bureau of Economic Solidarity, where we are together all Confederations Mutuals, Cooperatives and SMEs in order to establish the union sector agenda.

And at the same time we built the "Business Council of the Solidarity Economy" where we gathered the most important Cooperatives and Mutual buildings in the country, to articulate the ultimate experience from the development of market presence and market construction of the solidarity economy. From this process we are founding the strategic plan of development of our sector: building cooperative economic groups, mutual and SMEs which are territorial and sectoral, trying to include value chains and important positions in them.

This means that all these tools have been created with the aspiration of being a real and effective option in the economy of our country.

From the territory, building cooperative and mutual development with policy towards public authorities (executive, legislative and judicial), to the educational system (mutualism and cooperatives at all levels of education), to the economic system, creating jobs, products and services that follow our business style, with the support of popular savings, with our own Media, our own voice, we will transform our communities, as we are doing where we practice this.

As we have already mentioned these three dimensions of integration must be accompanied by a change in attitude to build:

1) The agreement of the leadership and membership of the solidarity economy, taking into account the reality of each country, implementing and creating spaces, debates, research and work, enabling us to develop a common strategy for building power to all levels of the society.

2) In the Institutional Political Unity, our union representation bodies need to be rethought, in order to be of service to the cause of integration for social change. Our Confederations and Federations should push agendas that allow the development of the whole movement. Create the conditions of legality and support in the society to grow our business way, to defeat the institutional support that neoliberal periods left in our homelands and remove prohibitions, impediments to the development of associative forms of economy. Develop an agenda with the public authorities, but also with our union representation bodies of our alliances is fundamental. Support all processes that strength the integration our business model (I + D + I, knowledge, finance, etc.)

3) In the process of creating economic groups and business networks that could be another option in the economy, it is necessary to manage this new vision that breaks the isolation and takes advantages of synergies that our model allows. We have to leave the logic of building on the unique logic of market competition and seek complementarity, the appropriate use of social capital to manage the inter cooperation, the long-term development. Move away from consumerism, irresponsible indebtedness, seeking time bound results and not short-term results that end up affecting humans and the planet, as we see today that continues to make concentrated capitalism. 

In this context of changes the Cooperatives of the Americas (ICA) should be conceived as a helper for this construction and not as the only representation of the reality of the American associativism. We know that the more developed Cooperative Sector of the Americas, is the savings and credit, but there is also a very important development in other sectors such as consumer, housing, labor, community services, etc. Most of that reality is still out of our organic ACI.

The hub model has the imprint of segmenting all to secure its business. Privatizing everything, making human being as a number of consumer, the collective knowledge in patent subjugate, all that is collective creation of humanity is privatized, changing everything according to its need and that logic is also transferred to us when we do events that with the logic of the structure and support the dissemination and tourism, leave out most of the expressions of the movement who can not afford the costs of these events. This can be done by thousand people, what is the point when there are millions who are left out of the process?

We believe that we have to support structures, and being of service to the new things we have to construct, we must fund the representative organizations, with the members contribution, but also with the development of business, the stronger providing more and the weaker contributing all he can, without losing the status one member one vote or the democracy economy that we are. 

The money of the movement must serve the entire movement building, all sectors and especially the weakest.

More austere peaks, where we take advantage of the infrastructure of universities and not of luxury hotels, where the facts demonstrate that we are not in consumerism, also allow to achieve the necessary money for the support of the infrastructure new need to coordinate this construction. The increased use of ICT for communication and collective creation, also allow us to create innovative ways that let us get the support of millions, who in spite of contributing a little, this will be sufficient to solve the task at hand. 

But this change must also be expressed in the corporate front, when our cooperative companies internationalize or move to other regions. The situation that exists today is a dislocation; because they are cooperative in their places of origin, but they are not outside or in neighboring territories. We have to discuss the fact that the construction of the movement is in a worldwide scale and that when we moved we should do with it the values ​​that inspire us, and, at the same time, helping to build union strength in the new place where we go.With the absence of this conditions we face a double personality , we are cooperative members in our land, but we are capitalist (at least in a good way) on the outside and where we go we are isolated from the movement not contributing to consolidate it there; in fact, business development appears  clearly dissociated of our values,  and that's another triumph of the culture of capitalism that is concentrated among us.

It is clear that in an individualistic culture where the concentrated capitalism dominates, the emergence of cooperative is extremely difficult, unless there is a education and communication battle at a global level. But it has never been easy for us, however we have been able to build worldwide cooperatives and mutuals, and we continue to do so, anywhere on the planet. And when we go in search of expanding the business to other countries, we must find ways to unite ourselves with the construction of the cooperative movement at local level, otherwise we will end up being another foreign company, not brothers who work for the common cause. It is clear, than when we leave our borders we should seek the development and strengthening of the movement and not only pursue the growth of our particular business. This debate should be in our agenda.
From the perspective of Cooperative Work, our development in the Americas and the world, h was possible thanks to the development of the consciousness of struggle of the working class, and also in the most industrialized countries in the continent, is where more cooperative industrial working is. But we also see that the development of modern life with the massive incorporation of technology into the home, the incorporation of women into the workplace, the changing habits, precarious billion workers in the world, etc. They are a source of opportunities to create dignity and associated cooperative work. America is no an exception and like the rest of the movement can expand only associated with other cooperative organizations.

In this framework a strategic alliance between Cicopa Americas and COFIA would be of fundamental importance to the wider development of worker cooperatives on the continent, and ACI should contribute to this effort. 

We must strengthen the market for social and solidarity economy, because in the same way we strengthen our presence in the global market but under these new slogans and forms that we have expressed before. Thus we have to relate our businesses and network, otherwise we will be an easy prey for the monopolies or the irrelevance.
In our country,  slowly but surely,   we have been creating: sectoral networks (textile, graphic, free software, communications, Colcecor), territorial groups (Devoto, Sudecor, Villa Maria, etc.), economic groups (Banco Credicoop groups; ; Coop de Consumo La Obrera), cooperative and mutual networks of tourism and dairy Sancor Groups and  Sancor Insurance Group; we believe this is also expressed in many parts of  the continent  and as these cooperatives are the example of the solidarity economy,  they shared an extra responsibility in achieving the "buy cooperative" motto,  to show consumers our difference with other companies. We have to carry on and achieve the inter-cooperation among all the groups named before. 
From this overview of construction:  the movement as a political, economic, social and cultural subject and based on documents constructed by Cicopa for South Africa,  is that we face the discussion for the  Thematic Contents.
Thematic Contents.
The Third Summit will focus on the analysis and discussion of four themes, with a set of purposes mentioned below: 
Axis 1: Integration and Social Cohesion 
• Inter-cooperation facing the problems of modern society.
Inter-cooperation not only between the solidarity economy, but with other sectors of the society (SMEs, Labor Movement, Social Movement, Cultural Movement, Knowledge Institutions, etc.) allows us to face a new articulation of a society based on a cooperative model building, more austere, based on the necessary production of goods for reproduction and not waste. An economy that distributes possibilities and is created for the interest of all and not the profit of a few. As the dominant model is the opposite, the inter-cooperation is essential to overcome the costs of building something else. It is critical to search a broader framework of alliances in pursuit of this construction.

· Social Markets and production chains from the solidarity sector.
The social economy enterprises are apt to act in all sectors of society and reproduction of all orders of human life, respecting the planet and humans. The industry, consumption, culture, education, health, agriculture, fisheries, services, people, etc.

We can structure fairer social markets and production chains that remove the goods and services consumed by the population from speculation. With us people articulate the economy. Examples: articulation of cooperative consumerism, worker and community services cooperatives, or mutual articulation and consumer cooperatives with cooperatives or credit unions, etc.

A task in terms of social markets should be the consolidation of a sustainable cooperative stamp on all three axes (economic, social and environmental) in order to make it clear our specificity as companies. This would be a way out of the monopoly that TNCs have, with the so-called "fair trade" that only reproduces the North-South logic of domination. This tool should be in the hands of the movement and should work in two ways:  out of the movement, to make visible what we do, and inward to improve how we produce and sell. Furthermore there is a commercial benefit to occupy a space in the market that can not be gain by capital companies (social sustainability)
·  Public policy: cooperativism and its relationship with the State..
We propose a strategic alliance with the state, so as we could build together, with democratic and popular governments: economic options to strengthen production, labor, sustainable growth. With this we must ensure a common agenda proposed by the cooperative movement to be included in all programs of the parties.
When we understand that the state is the manifestation of a social relationship is possible to find out that that an alliance with it is the result of political struggle and the construction of an alternative model. Peer relationship with the state, but not any state, we do not consider that there is political neutrality. As we propose a democratic and popular economy, it is necessary for us to be with projects that benefit the people freedom and not the right wing .

·  Integration organizations and their alignment with the aspirations of base  cooperatives.
As integration organizations we understand that the institutional policy, must serve from the base .this creation of inter-cooperation. Our businesses need to fill the spaces that the concentrated oligopolies have today 

· Perspectives of cooperativism and its contribution to social cohesion
The development of social economy, builds social cohesion. In the societies devastated by neoliberalism rebuilding civil society and new relationships that integrate the entire population, the cooperativism and mutualism  are extraordinary tools of cohesion; an example of this is the work inclusion programs where all become a part of society in a democratic way.

But once we have achieved to recover these spaces we must continue to create deeper ties and relationships that lead to the consolidation of a new society. We can not stay only with recomposition. To do this we must deepen the trend of cooperatives to join spaces and areas that are not beneficial to the capital or to the state, that's where we have to show our militant vocation in the construction of this project. At this level we must improve our militants tools, search professionalizing processes not only in business or commercial terms, but also to improve our arrival and insertion. The formative stage is critical to strengthen the solidarity of the future subjectivities.
We can not look the other way of things that happen in other areas of society, and we must give support and answers from our daily practices.
Eje 2:: Innovation for the Social Transformation
· New cooperative models as an active adaptation to the changing context.
The new models have to be networks, groups, associations, full of things that gather, share, which unifies; not privatize. We must develop our territories, develop the partnership model in the territory and that requires new models of international cooperation and integration; as it is developing today in Argentina.

In this way we must develop alternatives that make us capable of inserting in the markets, deepening our cooperative identity. This is a higher stage of organization of movement beyond the union. It is about building larger economic circuits appropriated for cooperatives and social economy entities.

It can not be assumed that the only position taken by cooperatives facing competitive pressure in the markets is the adaptation, with risk of affecting the identity and values. Management models and / organization of cooperatives and cooperative groups must adapt to the microeconomic and market reality to survive and develop,  the organized movement must establish objectives, strategies and tools for the transformation of society in order to make it similar to their values ​​and principles.

· New forms of communicating the cooperative message.
The constitution of subjectivity is central to create the possibility in humans, seeing the chance of building another model, if we do not get out of the trap of a world for just a  few, with  the illusion that is for many (as the recent World Cup showed), we will end up bad.

On the one hand it is good to challenge the hegemony of the current Media. But we also have to think if this means of communication or how they are implemented are best suited to communicate the content and practices of the ESS.
The Cooperative message will consummate if we have our own Media, printeries, newspapers, magazines, radio stations, TV channels, Internet, software, content and routed optical networks independent of empires. A completely alternative communication system, which requires the scale of a block of nations and major alliances to face the task of a new subjectivity in the world. 

Build new indicators that account for our particular identity, discussing how things must look to evaluate success when it comes to ESS. 

These indicators should also be developed in terms of new messages.

· Innovation in governance practices
The Government of our organizations must be open, participatory, and it has to be build by all. We must sweep the closed preserves of small power; they just build defeats and privileges for a short time. We must also build awareness and organization and this requires, participation, information, commitment and people who feel these organizations as their own, they have to  fall in love with the projects of building villages and open cities, intelligent, participatory cities where everyone owns everything in a new more humane and inclusive order. Team building, mastering processes, leadership training, less hierarchy, more coordination and responsibility, etc., are some of the cultural elements of the new companies. Furthermore, as companies are social constructions, they have to provide us with products and services for life, we increasingly have to go to shared forms of ownership  where each component takes part in the governance of the company, providers, workers, managers, finance, technology, governments, together creating participated  companies where we can share. Not large companies but of the scale that is needed, all together. 

Not only is substantial to open participation, democratize base cooperatives, federations and confederations but also create new logics of governance of value chains, economic sectors, etc. Without reproducing concentrating and exclusionary logics.  It is also essential that the partners internalize the complexity of the process and objectives.

Innovation in governance is present from the very logic of privileging individuals, partners in the dynamics of the organization. Based on this we must build and expand the concern and training strategies involved.  Taking advantage of the self-knowledge generating internal areas of team learning.

· "Benchmarking" of innovation and good practice in making visible the social contribution of cooperatives
To deepen mutual learning from comparing experiences (cooperative benchmarking) is substantial; improving the systematization of cases, moments to share, etc. It is vital to step up exchanges on the best ways to visualize the specific contribution of cooperatives for the improvement and social change. This also means not invent the "wheel" but to constantly learn from the successes of other cooperatives to pave our way.
It is also vital to possess current and developed statistics in order to know exactly what impact has the cooperative movement in each country. 

In Argentina in the the "Escoop", cooperative school of Cooperar, there is a cycle, “COMO HICIMOS” (how we did it)  , where best practices are showing the way to the others and this helps and encourages the rest and shows the possible way.
Axis 3: Growth, Internationalisation and Identity 

·  Internationalization and cooperative identity.
Internationalization and cooperative identity, they must go hand in hand and can not be separated as happens in many cases nowadays. Beyond the different legal frameworks of the countries in which cooperatives expand their business, cooperative values ​​are the same and the business must develop respecting to strengthen the movement in the new place, seeking partnerships to strengthen it and if there is no development to do this, find ways of management with the worker-members in a cooperative style, so as our model don’t end up denatured. Of course we must consider the risk,  that if we want to participle, we all should  risk, not a format in which whoever  comes from outside  risks and  that and  the benefit is  of all. We must be reciprocal. We must constitute a code of ethics for the development of the cooperative internationalization guided by the policy of strengthening the social economy. 
It will be essential to have organizations of second and third level to help establish these relationships between foreign cooperatives and the ones from the territory. We must not forget that it is a very big common economic inequality between these two groups of companies. It is important to be clear about, unless we will risk the autonomy of the smaller organizations.

As a movement with principles and values, we have a different  way of integrating globalization, because we start from the particularities and not homogenization; generating social relations of production different from our  central nucleus of everyday,   but we  also transmit this to all spaces where we are.

· Cooperative Growth without abandoning the principles.
I think this is a central ethical issue, the growth or the development of the movement, without abandoning the principles. As a society of people, in a dominant culture of individualism and capitalist paternalism, selfishness and competition, often contaminate our organizations. We have to work very hard to consolidate the culture that we believe in, and  at the same time, this pass on to other people  the structure that represent our principles and values​​. Cooperative education, learning together and build community from childhood is critical, we must naturalize the  individual fulfillment  in the collective framework,  avoiding to consider it as an enemy; without the other we are nothing (as Cristina Fernandez says, "the country is the other"). The social construction of the cooperative being, such as Don Jose Maria Arizmendiarrieta wanted or the "new man" as proposed by the "CHE", is a central cultural task of our times.

· Marketing and consumer cooperative in the era Third generation free trade agreements (FTA)
The same that we want for cooperatives, we want for the world. Armed empires to subdue us must be faced from the alliances of people who try other models of societies more respectful of human beings and the planet. If the world were to consume all that consumes the North, three planet Earths would not be able to feed it. Well then, what is produced must be distributed as equal and austere as possible. What we can not avoid planning our economies, and thus establish a world in which we all fit in and be supported; and in that way stop being the predatory species we are today. We need treaties and markets that respect societies with fair human relationships, not empires.

· Globalización y comercio internacional entre cooperativas. Globalization and international trade unions.
Before proposing a solution to the economic globalization we must understand that the first process that is present has led to the standardization of customs, practices and desires of all people on earth. This process took place following the patterns of the "consumer man", if we want social and solidarity economies we can not reproduce this logic; we must banish it from our practices and thoughts. Cooperatives, as they are fixed in the territories, are carriers of specificity and particularity that should not be neglected; instead should be used as the meeting point of integration. One point of globalization is the integration through standardization of social relations; therefore we must propose the integration from the plurality and difference. With respect for others and always aiming to mutual growth, it is possible to gain control of value chains.
Axis 3: New and Prospective Cooperative Society
·  Paradigms and megatrends of the XXI century
The world is dominated by empires that in its current accumulation process generate permanent contradictions resulting in an unstable and plagued with armed conflicts world. The dominant culture is used to justify this state of affairs as natural. But as we already know the "free market" is an invention that cost countless sacrifices to humanity and leads to destruction; in Polanyi's words we are facing the "satanic mill". A clear example of the manipulation exerted by economic groups in the case of the graph "Donelley" in Argentina, from one day to the next and without warning the plant closed claiming bankruptcy; and where 400 partners become unemployed. The company ran 80% of the market in the country and presents a fraudulent bankruptcy (where they suddenly empty bank accounts with $ 27 million and creditors do not even exist). We understand that this step was taken as a "punishment" for the conflict in that country with transnational funding. Despite this, the workers have recovered the company making a worker cooperative, and are already in contact with the graphics cooperative network to continue its ties with the movement.

If we succeed in building another model of civilization, the consequences for the peoples of the world will be harmful. We should only see the actual examples of Syria, Venezuela, Mali, Palestine, Libya, Ukraine, etc. where economic monopolies in alliance with the central states It have given a free rein  to their pursuit of profit, and showing the world the overwhelming reality of the "end of history". The future is the result of the fight, and dispute the power is an obligation to do so.
· Prospective vision and construction of future; development of the cooperatives model in the era of wireless connectivity.
The global connectivity today is dominated by the empire, it owns the highways through which flows the information. 

Beyond all the new technologies and the breakthrough and evolution in recent times in terms of communication, we understand that the main problem is who generates the information that flows through these means and for what purposes, for that reason it is so important meetings like these because there is an exchange of experiences that are not known by the Media.

However a process of subordination to other cultural forms was necessary in order to establish this dominant culture; and that is a story that needs exposing. 

Only a broad alliance of nations struggling for sustainable development in its three axes (social, economic and environmental) can manage to democratize these highways; or create new more in agreement with to these precepts. So we would be collective owners of information channel,   in order to serve all voices, as we are doing in our country and in all the territories in which cooperatives operate. 

What we need to achieve is the proper use of these new forms of communication, and for our benefit. Use these tools to strengthen our cooperative companies.

· Innovation in participatory forms (youth, women, etc.).
It is an arduous and long-term struggle, because the prevailing undemocratic model has had its consolidation process in the last century and is deeply naturalized. It is the task of all to do it, with our manner we have to do the cultural change, and create human organizations of the solidarity economy to enable the development of all.
The cooperative movement, by the logic of the system, is forced to "live" innovating; the needs of its members make that the only way to survive. And sometimes it is a very good way to innovate, because it makes us appreciate our achievements in a special way. However it is essential to ensure development based on innovation outside the logic of survival, to begin to entangle young partners who can nourish new ideas to our organizations together with the leaders of today and yesterday; so that we could  start training youth and future leaders.

To achieve this it is essential to focus on school of leadership and training on topics such as politics, economics, sociology, etc. of cooperatives members and ESYS organizations. When we refer to "train" we want to make clear that the only way to make it truly is to give specific responsibilities to colleagues and trainees so that they can form their own cooperative work practice.

In the issue of gender is vital to start realizing that it is not only a question of the women partners, but something inherent in the consolidation of gender in our society; therefore we have to undertake collectively the task,  and from every genre conformations. Moreover, in the specific case of the partners, the critical role they play in and what we do is not "give" responsibilities, but ensure the visibility that has been refused. We can not think that they are going to be “given” positions or places of power, this  has already proven not to work, but instead, our job is to open doors for the visibility of the work of the women partners and not impede their working as women.
· Possible and desirable scenarios of cooperative Americas
We must build a Cooperative of the Americas as an expression not of those above but as an expression of all the associative richness of the continent, the political expression of the people and not the elite members of empires. A Cooperative of Indo America and Indo America is all from Alaska to Tierra del Fuego. With creativity, pushing forward, with conceptual openness, we all we can do this.

We consider a cooperativsm that is not at the service of the people and their struggles, is another tool of the hegemonic system. And if we do not change the current situation we would be accomplices in the oppression and the destruction of this system that is taking the entire planet.
